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ORDINANCE NO. 91-13 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
TO BE KNOWN AS THE ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE 
LANDS ACQUISITION SELECTION ORDINANCE; 
PROVIDING FOR A SHORT TITLE AND APPLICABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LANDS ACQUISITION 
SELECTION COMMITTEE; PROVIDING CONCEPTUAL 
AUTHORIZATION FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE 
LANDS PURCHASE NEGOTIATIONS BY A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION; PROVIDING FOR ACQUISITION 
CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES; AND PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY AND REPEAL. 


WHEREAS, environmentally sensitive lands have been identified 
in Palm Beach County through scientific inventory and designated by 
the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners (the "Board") 
as significant resources of countywide concern; and 

i 

WHEREAS, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 90-47, the 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Ordinance, in an effort to protect 
the environmentally sensitive lands identified and designated 
therein; and 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 1991, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 
91-1 providing for a referendum to be held on March 12, 1991 for 
consideration by the electorate of pledging ad valorem tax revenues 
for the acquisition, preservation and protection of environmentally 
sensitive lands in Palm Beach County; and 

WHEREAS, the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Acquisition 
Advisory Committee, created on October 10, 1989 by Palm Beach 
County Resolution No. 89-1875, as amended, has applied certain 
objective ecological criteria to the environmentally sensitive 
lands in order to rank these lands according to desirability for 
acquisition; and 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to authorize a non-profit 
organization in Palm Beach County to conduct purchase negotiations 
with the owners of environmentally sensitive lands; and 

WHEREAS, the Board deems it necessary to establish an 
environmentally sensitive lands acquisition selection committee to 
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re-evaluate, as necessary, environmentally sensitive lands pursuant 
to certain ecological criteria, evaluate the results of purchase 
negotiations, and make recommendations to the Board regarding the 
proposed acquisition of environmentally sensitive lands; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to ensure that proceeds from the 
March 12, 1991 bond issue, if approved by the voters, are applied 
solely toward the purchase price, including but not limited to, 
associated appraisal, survey, title and due diligence investigation 
costs of those environmentally sensitive lands which meet the 
ecological criteria utilized by the environmentally sensitive lands 
acquisition selection committee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Short title; Applicability 

1.01 This Ordinance shall be known as the "Palm Beach County 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Acquisition Selection Ordinance". 

1.02 The recitations set forth in the "WHEREAS" paragraphs 
above are incorporated by reference herein as findings of fact upon 
which this Ordinance is based. 

1.03 The provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective 
within the unincorporated and incorporated areas of Palm Beach 
County, Florida. 

Section 2♦ Authority 

This Ordinance is adopted under the authority of Chapter 125, 
Florida Statutes. 

Section 3. Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish procedures for 
acquisition, preservation and protection of environmentally 
sensitive lands and to limit acquisition to those environmentally 
sensitive lands which satisfy the ecological criteria set forth 
herein. 
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Section 4._Environmentally Sensitive Lands Acquisition 

Selection Committee 

4.01 There is hereby created, subject to the electorate 
voting in favor of the March 12, 1991 referendum issue, an 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Acquisition Selection Committee 
which shall serve as an advisory committee to the Board on issues 
involving acquisition of environmentally sensitive lands (the 
"Selection Committee"). 

4.02 The Selection Committee shall be made up of nine (9) 
persons appointed by the Board for terms of three (3) years. The 
Board shall make its appointments from a list of nominees submitted 
by the Palm Beach County Department of Environmental Resources 
Management ("ERM") and the Board, which shall solicit nominees from 
each of the following categories: 

i 

A. Members of organizations representing business and 
economic interests in Palm Beach County; 

B. Members of organizations representing educational 
interests in Palm Beach County; 

C. Members of organizations representing environmental 
interests in Palm Beach County; 

D. Representatives of federal, state or local 
government, except for employees of ERM, whose day-to-day 
responsibilities relate directly to environmental resources in Palm 
Beach County; and 

E. Other residents from Palm Beach County. 

There shall be two (2) members from category A, one (1) member from 
category B, three (3) members from category C, one (1) member from 
category D, and two (2) members from category E. 

4.03 Members of the Selection Committee shall have expertise 
in ecology, conservation of natural resources, real estate or land 
acquisition, land management, or environmental education. A 
nominee shall submit to ERM written evidence of his or her 
expertise in any of the above. 
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4.04 The initial appointments to the Selection Committee 
shall be: 

A. Members appointed from categories 4.02 A and B for a 
term of one (1) year each. 

B. Members appointed from categories 4.02 C and D for a 
term of three (3) years each. 

C. Members appointed from category 4.02 E for a term of 
two (2) years each. 

Thereafter, any appointment shall be for a term of three (3) years. 
No member may be reappointed without approval by the Board at one 
of its regular meetings. Vacancies shall be filled by the Board at 
one of its regular meetings. 

4.05 The Selection Committee shall have the following 
responsibilities: 

« 

A. Establish a list of environmentally sensitive lands 
sites from the attached Exhibit A based on the ecological criteria 
set forth in Section 6, below. The list shall provide the sites 
for which purchase negotiations and due diligence investigations 
shall be conducted. The list shall begin with those fourteen (14) 
ecosites previously identified as being of high priority for 
acquisition on attached Exhibit B. The Selection Committee may 
revise the list based upon the results of purchase negotiations and 
due diligence investigations. 


B. Based on the list, the results of purchase 


negotiations, and the due diligence conducted by the Palm Beach 
County, Division of Property and Real Estate Management ("PREM"), 
make recommendations to the Board in connection with each specific 
property purchase to be made with funds from the bond proceeds 
approved by the March 12, 1991 referendum. The recommendations 
shall accompany the Board agenda item prepared by County staff for 
each potential acquisition. 

C. Evaluate, as necessary, the environmentally sensitive 
lands sites listed on attached Exhibit A applying the criteria set 
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forth in Section 6, below. 

Section 5. Purchase Negotiations 

5.01 The Board may authorize a non-profit organization as 
defined in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, based in 
Palm Beach County, which has, as its primary mission, the 
preservation of environmentally sensitive lands in Palm Beach 
County, which is able to provide for independent appraisals and 
surveys, and which has a board of directors a majority of which are 
Palm Beach County residents who are members of the legal 
profession, business or financial community or environmental 
organizations, to negotiate with the owners of those individual 
environmentally sensitive lands sites on attached Exhibit A, to 
determine specific terms upon which a site owner would be willing 
to sell the site. The non-profit organization shall limit 
negotiations to those sites nominated by the Selection Committee 
after application of the ecological criteria stated in Section 6. 

5.02 The non-profit organization shall designate a 
negotiating team for each environmentally sensitive lands site on 
the Selection Committee's acquisition priority list. The non¬ 
profit organization shall ensure that each member of the 
negotiating team signs a binding statement disclaiming any interest 
in the environmentally sensitive lands site to which the member's 
negotiating team has been assigned for two (2) years prior to and 
after the period of active negotiations on the environmentally 
sensitive lands site. The non-profit organization may obtain an 
option to purchase and offer the results of its negotiations to 
Palm Beach County. The non-profit organization shall transfer the 
option to purchase, at no cost to Palm Beach County, to the Board 
after recommendation for purchase of the site by the Selection 
Committee in accordance with Section 6 and upon the approval of the 
purchase by the Board. 

5.03 This authorization to negotiate is non-exclusive and 
shall not preclude a site owner from negotiating with Palm Beach 
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County or other third party if he or she so chooses. 

5.04 In no event shall this Ordinance, the authorization 
herein, or the non-profit organization's negotiations create an 
agency relationship, express or implied, between the non-profit 
organization and Palm Beach County. Palm Beach County shall not be 
bound to any person or entity to approve or consummate any 
purchase, or exercise any option to purchase, as a result of the 
non-profit organization's negotiations, or any other act or 
omission of the non-profit organization involving an 
environmentally sensitive lands site, unless and until approved by 
formal action of the Board. Any transaction shall be subject to 
implementation upon Palm Beach County form documents and according 
to Palm Beach County policies. 

Section 6. Acquisition Criteria and Procedures 

6.01 The funds provided by the sale of general obligation 
bonds, if approved by the voters at the March 12, 1991 referendum, 
may only be used to purchase environmentally sensitive lands which: 

A. Are listed on attached Exhibit A with priority given 
to those sites listed on attached Exhibit B; or 

B. Have ecological values comparable to the sites 
listed on Exhibit B, as determined by application of the following 
ecological criteria: 

1. Rarity in Palm Beach County of the native 
ecosystems present on the environmentally sensitive lands site; 

2. Diversity of the native ecosystems present on 
the environmentally sensitive lands site; and 

3. Presence of species listed as endangered, 
threatened, rare, or of special concern by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission, 
the Florida Committee on Rare and Endangered Plants and Animals, or 
the Florida Department of Agriculture. 

6.02 The acquisition procedures shall be as follows: 

A. Prior to negotiations, each negotiating team 
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designated by the non-profit organization shall determine a value 
range for each specific site included on the Selection Committee's 
list. 


B. The Selection Committee shall upon receiving data 
and information from the negotiating teams and PREM, determine 
which sites from its list are appropriate for further negotiations 
and evaluations, and direct the negotiating teams accordingly. The 
Selection Committee may authorize PREM to conduct appraisals of 
such sites to assist in further negotiation and evaluation. 

C. The negotiating teams shall continue to update the 
Selection Committee with the results of negotiations on specific 
sites, and the Selection Committee shall reevaluate its list of 
sites and the priority thereof for acquisition, from time to time 
as it deems appropriate. 

D. Based upon the results of the selection criteria, 
purchase negotiations and due diligence conducted by PREM, the 
Selection Committee shall recommend the purchase of a given 
environmentally sensitive lands site in accordance with the 
relative priority established by said Committee. County staff 
shall then be responsible for preparing the agenda item for the 
proposed purchase and processing same in accordance with the 
County's standard procedures. The Selection Committee shall submit 
a written recommendation for purchase of the subject 
environmentally sensitive lands site to accompany the Board agenda 
item prepared by Palm Beach County staff. The Selection 
Committee's recommendation shall specifically identify the 
environmentally sensitive lands site, cost(s) of acquisition, 
features of the environmentally sensitive lands site which meet the 
ecological criteria set forth in this Section, and the list for 
priority acquisition assigned by the Selection Committee. 

E. Prior to submittal to the Board of any proposal for 
the purchase of an environmentally sensitive lands site, PREM shall 
complete its due diligence investigation and review the proposed 
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purchase pursuant to the terms of Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 
89-32, the terms and conditions of which are incorporated herein by 
reference and made a part hereof as if fully set forth. The 
investigation and review shall include, without limitation, 
independently conducted appraisals, title insurance, survey and any 
other items deemed necessary by PREM in connection with the 
proposed acquisition. PREM shall provide to the Selection 
Committee, without request, the data obtained from PREM's 
investigation and review prior to submittal of the Board agenda 
item, to assist the Selection Committee in preparing its 
recommendations. 

6.03 No proposal or recommendation for purchase shall be 
submitted to the Board wherein the purchase price of the site 
exceeds its highest appraised value. 

Section 7. Ordinance Amendments 

This Ordinance may not be amended, changed, altered or 
modified without a favorable vote by five (5) of the seven (7) 
Board members. 

Section 8. Severability 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or word of 
this Ordinance is for any reason held by a court to be 
unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall not 
affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 9. Repeal 

In the event that the March 12, 1991 bond issue fails to get 
voter approval, this Ordinance shall be automatically repealed, 
effective upon receipt by Palm Beach County of official notice from 
the Supervisor of Elections evidencing said failure. 


(Remainder of page left intentionally blank) 
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Palm Beach County on the 5th day of March _, 

1991 . 


ATTEST: 


JOHN B. DUNKLE, Clerk 





puty Clerk 


APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 



Acknowledgement by the Department of State of the State of 

Florida, on this, the 15th day of March _, 199 1 . 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of State 

received on the 19th day of _ March _, 199_1_, at 11:01 _ 

A_.M. , and filed in the office of the Clerk for the Board of County 
Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 



rr.y ctice cn —- A 4 V 

DATED at West Kfeliltesch, Ft ; 


JOHN 3. Q0NKL1 
ByX 
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Exhibit A 


ECOSITE APPROX. 
NUMBER ACRES* 


MATRIX OF ECOSITES FOR ACQUISITION BY REGION 
FEBRUARY 1991 

TYPE OF 

COUNTY OR ECOSYSTEM 

ECOSITE NAME MUNICIPALITY PRESENT 


NORTHERN ECOSITES - North of 45th St. 

44 90 LAKE PARK SCRUB 

51 90 FRENCHMAN'S SCRUB 

52 55 PALMWOOD SCRUB 

53 623 JUNO HILLS SCRUB 

54 287 JUPITER RIDGE 

59 33 DELAWARE SCRUB 

63 45 ACORN SCRUB 

74 35 MANGONIA OAKS 

75 162 FRENCHMAN’S FOREST 

76 47 PROSPERITY OAKS 

94 160 PBG PINE FLATWOODS 

97 210 RCA FLATWOODS 

99 4900 INDIAN CREEK WOODS 

101 1079 LOXAHATCHEE RESERVE 

109 17748 LOXAHATCHEE SLOUGH 

110 140 C-18 TRIANGLE 


LAKE PARK 

PBG 

UNIC. 

UNIC./JUNO 

JUPITER 

JUPITER 

TEQUESTA 

MANG.PARK 

PBG 

PBG 

PBG 

PBG 

UNIC./JUPITER 
UNIC. 
UNIC./RPB 
UNIC. 


SP 

SP.SW 

SP.PF 


PF,MG 
SP 
LH.SP 


PF/DP 
PF.SW 

LH,SP.PF,WP.WM.SW,MG 

PF.WP.WM.SW 

LH,WP.SW 


Ill 

1260 

OLD INDIANTOWN WETLAND MOSAIC 

UNIC. 

WM 

112 

9932 

CORBETT BUFFER 

UNIC. 

WM 

114 

1424 

S.W. CORBETT BUFFER 

UNIC. 

WM 

CENTRAL ECOSITES 

- Between 45th St. and Atlantic Ave. 

1 


29 

49 

SEACREST SCRUB 

BOYNTON 

SP 

31 

19 

BOYNTON 7 ST. SCRUB 

BOYNTON 

SP 

36 

11 

ROSEMARY SCRUB j 

BOYNTON 

SP 

37 

43 

HIGH RIDGE SANDMINE 

UNIC. 

SP 

69 

18 

DELRAY INTRACOASTAL 

DELRAY 

LH.MG 

87 

120 

QUANTUM N.E. SCRUB 

BOYNTON 

SP,PF/DP 

102 

1600 

E. CONSERVATION 

UNIC. 

LH, WP.WM.SW 

107 

1058 

RPB PINES 

UNIC./RPB 

PF.WM 

108 

579 

WATER CATCHMENT BUFFER 

UNIC./WPB 

WM 

116 

55 

MOUND SWAMP 

UNIC. 

WP.SW 

SOUTHERN ECOSITES - South of Atlantic Ave. 



15 

26 

EAST CAMINO SCRUB 

BOCA 

SP 

18 

327 

POPE JP/POTOMAC/IBM 

BOCA 

SP.PF,SW 

20 

31 

KNOB HILL SCRUB 

BOCA 

LH.SP 

21 

265 

N. & S. YAMATO 

BOCA 

LH.SP,PF.SW 

22 

37 

BOCATEECA SCRUB 

BOCA 

SP.PF 

26 

5 

HURRICANE PINES 

DELRAY 

SP 

67N 

22 

DELRAY OAKS 

DELRAY 

LH 

82 

20 

PONDWOODS 

UNIC. 

PF/DP, SP 

115 

40 

EVERGLADES SLOUGH 

UNIC. 

WP.SW 


wmm i 






Total Acres 42752 Total Number of Ecosites 38 


* From February 1989 aerials, less public lands on ecosite 

Highest priority set of sites for acquisition, as determined by the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Acquisition 
Advisory Committee, using the following criteria: Ecosystem Diversity, Ecosystem Rarity, and Presence of Listed 
Species. This set consists of 22,300 Acres. 


BS Beach Strand 
DP Dry Prairie 

LH Low Hammock (Oak Hammock) 
MG Mangrove Swamp 
MS Marsh 


PF Pine Flatwoods 
SP Florida Scrub 
SW Freshwater Swamp 
TH Tropical Hammock 
WM Wetland Mosaic 
WP Wet Prairie 
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Exhibit B 


HIGHEST PRIORITY ECOSITES FOR ACQUISITION BY REGION 

FEBRUARY 1991 


TYPE OF 

ECOSITE APPROX. COUNTY OR ECOSYSTEM 

NUMBER ACRES* ECOSITE NAME MUNICIPALITY PRESENT 


NORTHERN ECOSITES - North of 45th St. 


53 

623 

JUNO HILLS SCRUB 

UNIC./JUNO 

BS.TH.LH.SP.WP.SW.MG 

54 

287 

JUPITER RIDGE 

JUPITER 

TH,SP,MS,MG 

75 

162 

FRENCHMAN'S FOREST 

PBG 

SP.PF/DP.WP/MS 

76 

47 

PROSPERITY OAKS 

PBG 

LH.PF.SW 

101 

1079 

LOXAHATCHEE RESERVE 

UNIC. 

PF.WP.WM.SW 

109 

17748 

LOXAHATCHEE SLOUGH 

UNIC./RPB 

LH.WP.SW 


CENTRAL ECOSITES 

- Between 45th St. and Atlantic Ave. 



29 

49 

SEACREST SCRUB 

BOYNTON 

SP 

36 

11 

ROSEMARY SCRUB 

BOYNTON 

SP 

107 

1058 

RPB PINES 

UNIC./RPB 

PF.WM 

108 

579 

WATER CATCHMENT BUFFER 

UNIC./WPB 

WM 


SOUTHERN ECOSITES - South of Atlantic Ave. 


18 

327 

POPE JP/POTOMAC/IBM 

BOCA 

SP,PF,SW 

20 

31 

KNOB HILL SCRUB 

BOCA 

LH.SP 

21 

265 

N. & S. YAMATO 

BOCA 

LH,SP,PF,SW 

67N 

22 

DELRAY OAKS 

DELRAY 

LH 

:al Acres 

22300 

Total Number of Ecosites 14 




BS Beach Strand 
DP Dry Prairie 

LH Low Hammock (Oak Hammock) 

MG Mangrove Swamp 
MS Marsh 

* From February 1989 aerials, less public lands on ecosite 


PF Pine Flatwoods 
SP Florida Scrub 
SW Freshwater Swamp 
TH Tropical Hammock 
WM Wetland Mosaic 
WP Wet Prairie 
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